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Oiilean police arrested 12 Christian Democratic Party 
on January 12, charging them with conducting an c ^ a 
meting. Two days later the group ms banishgd to the remote 
northern part, of the country. Other Christian Democratic 
leaders are concerned about the severity 0 f the punishment, 
especially since the health of several o f the detainees might 
be jeopardised by the harsh northern climate. Although the 
government^ action, carried out uitfi ' full knowledge of the 
media, maybeUhe first hint of a erackdowi on allpolitical 
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activity , it it more likely a warning that only a United 
amount of suehaaaivizy will be tolerated. Meanwhile, three 
women who had earlier been denied rcentryto Chile, returned 
to the country without incident on January 18. The women had 
* ought international aaeiitanoe to fovea the Chilean govavrjrent 
to release information on the fate Of missing persons in the 
oomtry. nr 
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The Chilean ^svancaat reportedly* has improved the living 
conditions of the II Christ : us Democratic party lenders banished 
to the north an January U. I-Mlacivcs: of :hc group have asked 
the Minis cry of the Interior to bring Che II before :hc court 
on specific charges so that it can be determined if, in fact, 
a law has been broken, rhe habeas cci’pus petit icn vill probably 
be denied because the C’.ciiciary in ;« past era not challenged 
the existing state of siege in such cases. lisc'tohils, sere 
Vest zuropean nsmbei's of :c Vnirac Jetionj Sisnan .tights 
Ccmiasitn .Hava j /deva s>: r Hv rli-jor of’ r.Hc ca.eieH* .1 iHil-r cn 
politicians. jihila rna i-iacr-rae.' rrcrj.nior rHao the Chileans 
have >nade serte progress in. human rights practices, they be- 
lieve that the focus of future hr.~~ rights resolutions on 
Chits should be changed frets oases cf direct abuse ic the general 
problem of repressive rule, they are pressing far a resolution 
that ’Jill call for an end of the stats of siege, restoration 
of freedom of the pr«3S , and liberation of all political 
prisoners. 
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